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SYMBOLIC DESIGN— WATER AND FIRE 
By L. Bompard 

ART NEWS FROM THE OLD WORLD 

A society has been organized in Paris having for its object the collection 
and preservation of paintings, photographs, engravings, etc., depicting the 
city as it is to-day. Each member takes some particular phase of Parisian 
life — one the boulevards, another the theatres, another the music halls, an- 
other the markets, and makes pictures that will be of value to the historian 
of the future. It might be supposed that the illustrated press covers this 
field pretty thoroughly; but such artists as Raffaelli and Boutet de Monvel, 
who are among the founders of the organization, believe that something 
more is needed. 

J> While Florence possesses the finest collection in the world of drawings by 
the old masters, it is a singular fact that until a chance discovery restored 
the balance in her favor she was, in respect of drawings by Michelangelo, 
poorer than either London, Paris or Vienna. Prof. Ferri and Dr. Jacobson, 
however, have recently brought to light some eighteen folios containing 
about sixty-five drawings by the great Florentene, which had lain for ages 
unsuspected and undisturbed in the Uffizi, among the numberless papers 
pronounced generations ago to he of no value. Among the drawings are 
studies for the large frescoes in the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel, studies 
for the " Night, " for the seated figures of the Cappella Medicca, for the 
" Slave/' the " Moses," and for the " Universal Judgment" in the Sistine. 
<£ The work of relaying the foundations of the campanile at Venice, which 
was begun in April, 1903, has been completed practically, and the rebuild- 
ing of the famous tower itself will probably be started in January. The 
old foundations, which archictects and antiquarians believe were those of 
the ancient defence tower and were never intended to carry a tower of such 
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16 BRUSH AND PENCIL 

height as. the campanile, were marvelously preserved, and after a warm dis- 
cussion it was decided to reutilize them. As no modern architect could 
think of rearing the campanile on such a restricted base it was resolved to 
to enlarge it so as to distribute the pressure on a wide area. Accord- 
ingly a ditch twelve feet wide was dug around the old foundations and 3,076 
newly cut spiles of larchwood, averaging thirteen feet long, were driven 
home almost to the point of absolute resistance. They are calculated to 
have a carrying power of a total of 90,000 tons. The weight of the tower 
is calculated at 20,000 tons. 

J> The heirs of Lord Cheylesmore, who practiced the art of etching as well 
as the art of collecting, have made over to the British Museum his splended 
collection of English mezzotints, the most complete in England, numbering 
nearly 12,000 examples, including many that are considered unique. Sid- 
ney Covin, the curator of engravings at the Museum, has made a selection 
of 500 which will be shown at once. 

j* The collection of Henner's work left to the city of Paris was recent y 
shown in the Petit Palais, in the gallery occupied by the sketches of the 
Hotel de Ville. 

J> On the 1 5th of July next it will be 300 years since Rembrandt was born at 
Leyden, the son Harman Gerritzoon van Ryn and Neeltje Willemsdochter. 
They owned a mill on the Weddesteg, near the gate of the town called the 
Wittepoort. Leyden was already a famous University seat, but the town 
house, which looks so venerable, was new, or still a-building, while in the 
neighboring town of Haarlem the Butcher and Butter Markets, which seem 
so quaintly archaic nowadays, were spic and span new. Henry Hudson 
had not yet set sail to discover the northern passage round America to Cath- 
ay, and incidentally find the North River, while there was still some twenty 
years to pass before such a settlement as New Amsterdam could be spoken 
of. This year, then, on July 15, Old Amsterdam is to be the place of pil- 
grimage for all who admire the genius of the miller's son. That house in 
which he lived with Saskia van Uhlenburgh, his bonny wife, where he 
passed thirty years from 1631 to 1661, will be thrown open to the public as 
a Rembrandt Museum. 

«£ The municipality of Frankfort has decided to buy Rembrandt's " Be- 
trayal of Samson " from the Count von Schoenborn Gallery at Vienna, 
paying for it $82,500. Of this sum, $72,500 was raised by private sub- 
scriptions, the city appropriating the remainder. 

J> The jury at the International Art Exhibition at Munich, which recently 
closed, awarded ten first-class medals to Germany, eight to France, three 
apiece to Italy and Holland, two apiece to Austria, Belgium, and Sweden, 
and one apiece to Great Britain, Switzerland, Spain, Denmark, and the 
United States. 
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